


Day 11 – October 17
(Trashigang - Paro)

Drive to Yonphola (Yongphulla) domestic 
airport and fly to Paro

Overnight in Le MERIDIEN Riverfront 
Hotel.

Day 12 – October 18
(Paro – Hike to Tigers Nest)

Hike to Tiger’s nest Monastery, Bhutan’s 
most revered temple perched on a rocky 
cliff above the Paro Valley. This evening, 
enjoy a farewell dinner or fellowship.

Overnight in Le MERIDIEN Riverfront 
Hotel.

Day 13 – October 19
(Depart Paro)

Led by Simon Winchester, OBE, a British writer, journalist and broadcaster.

Through his career at The Guardian, Winchester covered numerous significant events including 
Bloody Sunday and the Watergate Scandal. As an author, Simon Winchester has written or 
contributed to over a dozen nonfiction books and authored one novel, and his articles appear in 
several travel publications including Condé Nast Traveler, Smithsonian Magazine, and National 
Geographic. As well there will be visits to BCF teachers in the field, receptions, private dinners 
and special access to sites across the country.
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Day 11 – October 17
(Trashigang - Paro)

Drive to Yonphola (Yongphulla) domestic 
airport and fly to Paro

Overnight in Le MERIDIEN Riverfront 
Hotel.

Day 12 – October 18
(Paro – Hike to Tigers Nest)

Hike to Tiger’s nest Monastery, Bhutan’s 
most revered temple perched on a rocky 
cliff above the Paro Valley. This evening, 
enjoy a farewell dinner or fellowship.

Overnight in Le MERIDIEN Riverfront 
Hotel.

Day 13 – October 19
(Depart Paro)

Day 1 - October 7 (Arrive Paro – Thimphu)

Board your group flight to Paro and descend from the clouds and see a rare perspective of 
the beautiful Himalayan mountain ranges. You will land in Paro Valley, one of the most 
historic valleys in Bhutan. It is also known as the ‘rice bowl’ of the kingdom because it 
produces everything from red rice to wheat, millet, potatoes, apples and seasonal 
vegetables.

You will be met at the airport arrival gate by your guide. Drive to Thimphu to settle into your 
hotel and enjoy a welcome dinner with your group.

Overnight at the Druk Hotel.

Day 2 – October 8 (Thimphu)

As the capital city of Bhutan, Thimphu is both the political and economic centre of the 
Kingdom. The most important political buildings in Bhutan, including the National Assembly 
of the newly formed parliamentary democracy and Dechencholing Palace, are found in 
Thimphu. Explore Thimphu, including a visit to the renowned National Textile Museum.

In the evening enjoy a dinner and reception with special guests from the Bhutanese cultural 
communities.

Overnight at the Druk Hotel.



Day 9 – October 8 
(Mongar – Trashigang)

This journey takes 96 kms and takes three hours 
until Korila pass (2,450 m) which is marked by a 
pretty Chorten and stone wall and the journey is 
through a leafy forest filled with ferns. Your 
drive will cross over the old Chazam (iron 
bridge). After Thimphu, Trashigang is the 
biggest urban centre in mountainous Bhutan. 

Overnight at DOETHJUNG Lodge

Day 10 – October 9  
(Trashigang - Merak)

Drive from Tashigang through Chaling to scenic 
Rangjung town to begin your hike. Your trekking 
crew and pack animals will be waiting for you to 
begin your climb to Merak village (3,520 m).

CAMP accomodations

Day 3 - October 9 (Thimphu – Punakha)
 
Depart Thimphu in the morning and drive to Punakha, stopping at Dochula Pass. Before
descending from Docuhula Pass into the Punakha valley you will be treated to your first views
of the Tibetan Plateau. After lunch, enjoy whitewater rafting past the Punakha Dzong (also
known as the ‘Palace of Happiness’). This Dzong, which we will tour that afternoon, is the most
beautiful and well-known fortress in all of Bhutan.
 
Overnight at the Khuru or Drubchhu Resort, group will be split between the two
properties.

Day 4 – October 10 (Punakha)
 
Previously the national capital, Punakha is a culturally rich place with picturesque
landscapes. Spend the day amongst the breaktaking view of the Himalayas and listen to the 
sounds of the Mo Chhu and Po Chhu rivers that cut through the valleys. 

Overnight at the Khuru or Drubchhu Resort.

Day 5 – October 11 (Punakha - Trongsa)

Take a winding drive to Trongsa, a sleepy town in central Bhutan.

Overnight at the Yangkhill Hotel.



Day 9 – October 15 
(Mongar – Trashigang)

This journey takes 96 kms and takes three hours 
until Korila pass (2,450 m) which is marked by a 
pretty Chorten and stone wall. The journey is 
through a leafy forest filled with ferns. Your 
drive will cross over the old Chazam (iron 
bridge). After Thimphu, Trashigang is the 
biggest urban centre in mountainous Bhutan.

Overnight at Doethjung Lodge.

Day 10 - 14 – October 16 - 19 
(Trek into Eastern Bhutan)

Immerse yourself in the natural beauty of 
Eastern Bhutan with panoramic views of the 
peaks of Bhutan, Arunachal, and Tibet. Explore 
the unique culture and lifestyle of eastern 
Bhutanese communities that few people have 
the opportunity to witness.  

Camp overnight.

Day 6 – October 12 (Trongsa – Bumthang)

Continue the drive through central Bhutan to Bumthang and see 
the Black Mountains.

Overnight at the Yoezerling Hotel.

Day 7 – October 13 (Bumthang)

Bumthang region includes four distinct valleys with their own 
histories and stories. Bumthang is also a deeply spiritual region 
and is home to some of Bhutan's oldest Buddhist temples. 

Lecture from Simon Winchester. Dinner with traditional Bhutanese 
cultural performance.

Overnight at the Yoezerling Hotel.

Day 8 – October 14 (Bumthang – Mongar)

Begin your journey into Eastern Bhutan and drive through the 
dense forest of rhododendrons and mixed forests. A picnic will be 
served en-route. The steepness of the region lends itself to some 
spectacular views, with rushing waterfalls and sheer drops.

Overnight at the Wangchuk Hotel. 



Day 9 – October 15 
(Mongar – Trashigang)

This journey takes 96 kms and takes three hours 
until Korila pass (2,450 m) which is marked by a 
pretty Chorten and stone wall. The journey is 
through a leafy forest filled with ferns. Your 
drive will cross over the old Chazam (iron 
bridge). After Thimphu, Trashigang is the 
biggest urban centre in mountainous Bhutan.

Overnight at Doethjung Lodge.

Day 10 - 13 – October 16 - 19 
(Trek into Eastern Bhutan)

Immerse yourself in the natural beauty of 
Eastern Bhutan with panoramic views of the 
peaks of Bhutan, Arunachal, and Tibet. Explore 
the unique culture and lifestyle of eastern 
Bhutanese communities that few people have 
the opportunity to witness.  

Camp overnight.



Day 14 – October 20
(Trashigang - Paro)

Drive to Yonphola (Yongphulla) domestic 
airport and fly to Paro

Overnight in Le MERIDIEN Riverfront 
Hotel.

Day 15 – October 21
(Paro – Hike to Tigers Nest)

Hike to Tiger’s nest Monastery, Bhutan’s 
most revered temple perched on a rocky 
cliff above the Paro Valley. This evening, 
enjoy a farewell dinner and fellowship.

Overnight in Le MERIDIEN Riverfront 
Hotel.

Day 16 – October 22
(Depart Paro)


